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A I 4 P  

I N  B R I E F

AI4People was established in February 2018 following a meeting 
between Prof Luciano Floridi, Director of the Digital Ethics Lab at the 
University of Oxford and Michelangelo Baracchi Bonvicini, President 
of Atomium-EISMD. The meeting took place in June 2017 during 
the Atomium’s Next Generation Internet Summit at the European 
Parliament. 

In 2018, AI4People was the first European forum bringing 
together key stakeholders (including academia, industry, civil society 
organisations, the European Parliament and the European Commission) 
to lay the foundations for a “Good AI Society” shaping the impact of 
Artificial Intelligence. Six months later the European Commission 
established the High-Level Expert Group on Artificial Intelligence, in 
which many scientific members of AI4People were engaged.

https://www.eismd.eu/calendar-item/ngi-summit/


AI4People's first year of activity led to the AI4People’s Ethical 
Framework for a Good AI Society: Opportunities, Risks, Principles, and 
Recommendations, presented to the European Parliament in December 
2018 by Prof. Luciano Floridi, Michelangelo Baracchi Bonvicini and 
Tony Blair. This important achievement was the starting point for the 
High Level Group on AI created by the European Commission and 
guided to the Ethics Guidelines for Trustworthy Artificial Intelligence 
presented in April 2019, which served as the basis for the European 
Artificial Intelligence Act. 

After this the AI4People’s scientific activities led to the AI4People's 
Report on Good AI Governance: 14 Priority Actions, a S.M.A.R.T. 
Model of Governance, and a Regulatory Toolbox, presented to the the 
European Parliament  on November 2019.

In 2020 AI4People has identified seven strategic sectors 
(Automotive, Banking & Finance, Energy, Healthcare, Insurance, Legal 
Service Industry, Media & Technology) for the deployment of ethical AI, 
appointing 7 different committees to analyse how can trustworthy AI be 
implemented in these sectors: the AI4People’s 7 AI Global Frameworks 
are the result of this effort, presented to the European Parliament on 
December 1, 2020 during the AI4People Summit. 

Following the proposal for the European Artificial Intelligence Act, 
in 2023-2024 AI4People will move “from principles to practice to 
requirements to standards”. AI4People will lead the AI Ethical Impact 
Assessment project (AIEIA); a methodology to define requirements 
and standards and other features such as conformity assessments 
and post-market activities. To establish a Europe-wide ecosystem 
for conducting AI auditing, in April 2024 AI4People will present 
the AI Global Mark of Compliance.

https://www.eismd.eu/ai4people-ethical-framework/
https://www.eismd.eu/ai4people-ethical-framework/
https://www.eismd.eu/ai4people-ethical-framework/
https://www.eismd.eu/ai4people-ethical-framework/
https://www.eismd.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/AI4People%E2%80%99s-Ethical-Framework-for-a-Good-AI-Society.pdf
https://www.eismd.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/AI4People%E2%80%99s-Ethical-Framework-for-a-Good-AI-Society.pdf
https://www.eismd.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/AI4People%E2%80%99s-Ethical-Framework-for-a-Good-AI-Society.pdf
https://ai4people.eu/wp-content/pdf/AI4People7AIGlobalFrameworks.pdf


B A C K G R O U N D

In February 2018 Atomium-EISMD launched AI4People, 
chaired by Prof. Luciano Floridi. In December 2018 Prof. 
Floridi and Tony Blair presented to the European Parliament the 
AI4People’s Ethical Framework for a Good AI Society: Opportunities, 
Risks, Principles, and Recommendations. This result served as a 
starting point for the High Level Group on AI created by the 
European Commission and guided to the Ethics Guidelines for 
Trustworthy Artificial Intelligence presented in April 2019. 

In April 2021 the European Commission proposed the first ever 
legal framework on AI, which addresses the risks of AI and 
positions Europe to play a leading role globally. The European 
Artificial Intelligence Act (AIA) is the first attempt to elaborate 
a general legal framework for AI carried out by any major 
global economy. As such, the AIA is likely to become a point of 
reference in the larger discourse on how AI systems can -and 
should- be regulated.
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https://www.eismd.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/AI4People%E2%80%99s-Ethical-Framework-for-a-Good-AI-Society_compressed.pdf
https://www.eismd.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/AI4People%E2%80%99s-Ethical-Framework-for-a-Good-AI-Society_compressed.pdf


The AIA builds on several recent initiatives and publications 
that collectively have foreshadowed EU legislation on AI. 
Also significantly, the AIA is supposed to constitute a core 
part of the EU digital single market strategy: indeed, it aims 
at ensuring the proper functioning of the internal market by 
setting harmonised rules on the development, placing and use 
of products and services that make use of AI technologies or are 
provided as stand-alone AI systems within the Union market. 
In short, the AIA is a natural continuation of what can be called 
an ‘EU approach’ to AI governance. The AIA marks a unique 
milestone that has attracted much attention from policymakers, 
regulators, commentators, and businesses across the globe.

The regulation could enter into force late in 2023 in a transitional 
period. In this period, standards would be mandated and developed, 
and the governance structures set up would be operational. The 
second half of 2024 is the earliest time the regulation could 
become applicable to operators with the standards ready and the 
first conformity assessments carried out.

At the same time in its White Paper on Artificial Intelligence, 
presented in February 2020, the Commission undertook to 
promote the uptake of artificial intelligence and to address the 
risks associated with certain of its uses, in which the risk-based 
approach to AI governance that permeates the AIA was first 
outlined. In October 2020, the European Parliament adopted a 
legislative own-initiative resolution, based on Article 225 TFEU, 
on civil liability for AI and requested the European Commission 
to propose legislation. As an additional regulatory delivery of 
the White Paper on AI, a proposed AI liability Directive was 
adopted on 28 September 2022. 
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/white-paper-artificial-intelligence-european-approach-excellence-and-trust_en
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W H A T  

Considering the new landscape that we will face in the coming years 
in the light of the new European Artificial Intelligence Act (AIA) pro-
posed by the European Commission, companies will need to translate 
concepts into verifiable criteria and to strengthen the institutional 
safeguards concerning conformity assessments. 

 In 2023-2024 AI4People will run its activities: 

 1. Following the legislative process for the AI Act by aggregating 
suggestions and reccomendations from the partners. A report, which will 
be shared with the EU institutions, will present the shared recommendations. 
The policy committee will be composed by representatives from academia and 
business. It will be chaired by Robert Madelin.  

 2. Moving "from principles to practice to requirements to standards". 
This is a project on AI Ethical Impact Assessment (AIEIA) methodology to 
define requirements and standards and other features such as conformity assess-
ments and post-market activities. Businesses will be able to share the result of 
their internal work on the subject with the aim of creating a shared and broad 
result; A small parallel project reserved for engineers has been proposed by some 
business partners and will be coordinated for businesses that want to participate 
(not mandatory). More details on this will follow.
  



 3. Promoting a broader de-
bate on assured quality in AI au-
diting as a promising mechanism to 
bridge the gap between principles 
and practice in AI ethics and assure 
legal compliance in a given jurisdic-
tion;
 

 4. Launching the AI Global 
Mark of Compliance, as a distinc-
tive mark that companies compliant 
with the established standards and 
requirements (point 1) may request 
- a process also in cooperation with 
standardisation bodies (among these 
IEEE); 

 5. Presenting the AI4People's Manifesto during the final Summit. 
The Manifesto will frame how we expect the global marketplace for AI to be 
framed and enabled by regulation. This will be a summary of the final report 
and will be signed by business partner leaders and Committee members. The 
aim is to obtain great visibility for our results towards both policy makers 
and the public at large, through a top-down approach. In light of this, the 
manifesto will also be signed by President Felipe Gonzalez and by the former 
heads of state members of the Atomium's Advisory Board and will be sent 
to the head of states of the countries in which AI4People is represented by 
its business partners (US, EU, UK, Japan), to the President of the European 
Commission, to the President of the European Parliament, to the Secretary 
General of OECD, to the US National Artificial Intelligence Initiative Office 
and to the media partners of Atomium-EISMD;

 6.  Organising the final Summit at the European Parliament for the 
presentation of the results. This will be a big event similar to the Summit 
organised in December 2018 where with Tony Blair we presented the work of 
2018. As in previous editions, the Summit will involve leading speakers from 
policy, academia and business. This edition will also be promoted by the mem-
bers of the new AI4People's Advisory Board, of which Robert Madelin is the new 
Chairman.
 . 

On a few occasions, the AIA does refer ex-
plicitly to auditing. However, these references 
are mostly to be found in the annexes. For 
example, paragraph 5.3 in ANNEX VII reads 
as follows: “The notifed body shall carry out 
periodic audits to make sure that the provid-
er maintains and applies the quality manage-
ment system and shall provide the provider 
with an audit report”. Naturally, sentences 
like this cannot be understood except as part 
of the AIA as a whole since it requires an un-
derstanding of what exactly is meant by noti-
fed body, provider, and quality management 
system in this context. The project intends to 
contribute to such a clarification and create 
policy recommendations to improve the AIA. 

https://www.eismd.eu/about/media-partners/


W H Y 

Considering the new landscape that we will face in the 
coming years in the light of the new European Artificial 
Intelligence Act (AIA) proposed by the European Commis-
sion, companies will need to translate concepts into verifi-
able criteria and to strengthen the institutional safeguards 
concerning conformity assessments.

In 2023-2024 AI4People will work together its business part-
ners, its seven scientific committees (Automotive, Banking & Finance, Ener-
gy, Healthcare, Insurance, Legal Service Industry, Media & Technology), the 
European Parliament, the Spanish Regulatory Sandbox on AI, to lead a very 
ambitious shared project on AI Ethical Impact Assessment (AIEIA) method-
ology in order to define requirements and standards and other features 
such as conformity assessments and post-market activities: this in or-
der to establish a Europe-wide ecosystem for conducting AI auditing.
The project will also discuss the two primary enforcement mechanisms pro-
posed in the AIA: the conformity assessments that providers of high-risk AI 
systems are expected to conduct, and the postmarket monitoring plans that 
providers must establish to document the performance of high-risk AI sys-
tems throughout their lifetimes.
In fact, the AIA can be interpreted as a proposal to establish a Eu-
rope-wide ecosystem for conducting AI auditing. 



 AI4People intends to offer two main contributions:

First, by analising the enforcement mechanisms included in the AIA in 
terminology borrowed from existing literature on AI auditing, the project 
intend to help providers of AI systems understand how they can prove 
adherence to the requirements set out in the AIA in practice;

Second, by examining the AIA from an auditing perspective, the project 
intend to provide transferable lessons about how to refine further the 
regulatory approach outlined in the AIA.

 Understanding what role audits are expected to play 
in the proposed EU legislation is essential for practical and theoretical 
reasons. Most critically, businesses that design and deploy AI systems need 
clarity on how they can prove adherence to the rules laid out in the AIA. 
From a practical perspective, the questions thus centre around operational 
aspects, in particular: 

Material scope what is being subject to evaluation? 

Normative baseline according to which metrics are AI systems be-
ing evaluated? 

Procedural regularity what are the roles and responsibilities of dif-
ferent stakeholders throughout the auditing process?

A series of recent developments points towards auditing as a promising mecha-
nism to bridge the gap between principles and practice in AI ethics. Building on 
ongoing discussions concerning ethics-based auditing, we ofer three contribu-
tions. First, we argue that ethics-based auditing can improve the quality of deci-
sion making, increase user satisfaction, unlock growth potential, enable law-mak-
ing, and relieve human sufering. Second, we highlight current best practices to 
support the design and implementation of ethics-based auditing: To be feasible 
and effective, ethics-based auditing should take the form of a continuous and 
constructive process, approach ethical alignment from a system perspective, and 
be aligned with public policies and incentives for ethically desirable behaviour.












 1. Policy Recommendations Report
The report will present the shared recommendations from the members of the 
Policy Committee. The committee will be composed by representatives from 
academia and business. It will be chaired by Robert Madelin and will follow 
the legislative process for the AI Act by aggregating suggestions and positions 
from the members which will be shared with the EU institutions.

 2. Report on AI Ethical Impact Assessment (AIEIA) 
methodology in order to define the requirements and standards and other 
features such as conformity assessments and post-market activities. 
To establish a Europe-wide ecosystem for conducting AI auditing, by analising 
the enforcement mechanisms included in the AIA in terminology borrowed 
from existing literature on AI auditing, the project intend to help providers of 
AI systems understand how they can prove adherence to the requirements set 
out in the AIA in practice; 

 3. AI Global Mark of Compliance in order to contribute to 
establish a Europe-wide ecosystem for conducting AI auditing.
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 4. AI4People Summit 
In addition to the scheduled conversations, the AI4People Summit will be 
organised at the European Parliament in December 2023 for the presenta-
tion of the results. The Summit will be held at the European Parliament with 
leading speakers from business, academia, media and policy makers. 

 5. AI4Media 
Starting from May 2023, AI4People will develop AI4Media: a password-protected 
stream of news and studies, designed exclusively for AI4People’s media partners. 
Atomium-EISMD’s network presently includes several major European outlets, 
such as Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, El País, Il Sole 24 Ore, The Irish Times, 
Luxemburger Wort, La Libre Bèlgique, Publico, Der Standard and Les Echos.

 6. AI4People’s Manifesto
The AI4People’s Manifesto will be presented during the final Summit. 
The Manifesto will frame how the AI4People’s partners expect the global 
marketplace for AI to be framed and enabled by regulation. This will be a 
summary of the final report and will be signed by business partner leaders 
and Committee members. The aim is to obtain great visibility for our results 
towards both policy makers and the public at large, through a top-down 
approach. In light of this, the manifesto will also be signed by President 
Felipe Gonzalez and by the former heads of state members of the Atomium’s 
Advisory Board and will be sent to the head of states of the countries in which 
AI4People is represented by its business partners (US, EU, UK, Japan), to 
the President of the European Commission, to the President of the European 
Parliament, to the Secretary General of OECD, to the US National Artificial 
Intelligence Initiative Office and to the media partners of Atomium-EISMD 
(https://www.eismd.eu/about/media-partners/).

https://www.eismd.eu/about/media-partners/


 1. Introduction

In 2023-2024 the activities will be carried out by three different bodies:
• The Scientific Committee
• The Policy Committee
• The IT Committee
The final report will include an organic overview of the results of the three 
committees.

 2. The Committees

The Scientific Committee will be composed of representatives of the 
Academy and representatives of businesses, as well as representatives of civil 
society organisations. It will have two co-chairs: one from the academia side 
and one from the business side. The committee will follow the project on 
AI Ethical Impact Assessment (AIEIA) methodology to define requirements 
and standards and other features such as conformity assessments and post-
market activities. Businesses will be able to share the result of their internal 
work on the subject with the aim of creating a shared and broad result;   

The Policy Committee will be composed by representatives from academia 
and business. It will be chaired by Robert Madelin and will follow the legislative 
process for the AI Act by aggregating suggestions and recommendations, 
which will be shared with the EU institutions;

W O R K P L A N  
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The IT Committee will be a committee reserved for engineers appointed 
by business partners who, in closed-door meetings, will be able to share 
the results produced up to now with reference to software/tools useful for 
monitoring/controlling ethical compliance within their code. The creation of 
this committee has been suggested by some business partners and is not a 
mandatory activity of the project.

 3. Workload and structure

In addition to the kickoff meeting for the presentation of the 2023-2024 
activity programme, 4 meetings will be organized for each committee. A final 
Summit will be organised for the presentation of the results. The meetings of 
the committees will be closed-door meetings, reserved for committee members, 
AI4People staff and external speakers who may be invited from time to time.

Each meeting will have a moderator, appointed from time to time among the 
members of the committee, and a supervisor appointed by AI4People. At the 
end of each meeting, the supervisor will proceed to draw up a recap which will 
be sent to the moderator, for his approval and subsequently to the members 
of the committee who will receive an open file and will have the possibility to 
suggest amendments to the final text in the following 15 days. The individual 
reports will be integrated within the General report that will be presented to 
the institutions during the final Summit.

 4.  Timeline

The Kick-off meeting which will present the agenda of activities will take place 
on Tuesday 14 March (date tbc). By the end of February the composition of 
the members of the committees will be defined together with the partners and a 
possible agenda for the subsequent meetings will be proposed.









T H E  A I 4 P E O P L E ' S 
S C I E N T I F I C  C O M M I T T E E

Automotive: Christoph Lütge1; Franziska Poszler2; Aida Joaquin Acosta3; David Danks4; Gail Gottehrer5; Nicolae Lucian Mihet6; 
Banking & Finance: Nir Vulkan7; Frank McGroarty8; Giulia Del Gamba9; John Cooke10; Lampros Stergioulas11; Paul Jorion12; 
Raffaella Donini13; Energy: Nicolae Lucian Mihet6; Afzal S. Siddiqui14; Fausto Pedro García Márquez15; Rónán Kennedy16; Sergio 
Saponara17; Healthcare: Raja Chatila18; Stephen Cory Robinson19; Donald Combs20; Paula Boddington21; Hervé Chneiweiss22; Euge-
nio Guglielmelli23; Danny van Roijen24; Jos Dumortier25; Leonardo Calini26; Insurance: Frank McGroarty8; Gianvito Lanzolla27; Nir 
Vulkan7; Paul Jorion12; Patrice Chazerand28; Rui Manuel Melo Da Silva Ferreira29; Tilman Hengevoss30; Xenia Ziouvelou31; Legal 
Services Industry: Burkhard Schafer32; Cornelia Kutterer33; Elisabeth Staudegger34; Evdoxia Nerantzi35; Jacob Slosser36; Jamie J. Ba-
ker37; Mireille Hildebrandt38; Rónán Kennedy16; Media & Technology: Jo Pierson39; Stephen Cory Robinson19; Paula Boddington21; 
Patrice Chazerand28; Aphra Kerr40; Stefania Milan41; Fons Verbeek42; Cornelia Kutterer33; Evdoxia Nerantzi35; Elizabeth Crossick43; 
Norberto Andrade44.

1. Chairman Automotive Committee, AI4People; Director of the TUM Institute for Ethics in Artificial Intelligence at Technical 
 University of Munich, Germany
2. Research Associate & PhD Student, Technical University of Munich, Germany
3. Head of Unit at Ministry of Transport and Infrastructure, Madrid, Spain
4. L.L. Thurstone Professor of Philosophy and Psychology Chief Ethicist, Block Center for Technology and Society, 
 Carnegie  Mellon University, USA
5. Law Office of Gail Gottehrer LLC A Law Firm Focused on Emerging Technologies
6. Chairman Energy Committee, AI4People; Professor in Energy Technology, Faculty of Engineering, Oestfold University College, 
 Norway
7. Chairman Banking & Finance Committee, AI4People; Associate Professor of Business Economics at Saïd Business School, 
 University of Oxford, UK
8. Chairman Insurance Committee, AI4People; Professor of Computational Finance and Investment Analytics; 
 Director of Centre for Digital Finance at Southampton Business School, UK
9. Digital and Innovation Policy Advisor at Intesa Sanpaolo
10. Chairman of the Liberalisation of Trade in Services Committee at TheCityUK
11. Professor in Business Analytics at the University of Surrey, UK
12. Associate Professor of Ethics, Université Catholique de Lille, France
13. Senior Manager, European Digital and Innovation policies at Intesa Sanpaolo
14. Professor of Energy Economics in the Department of Statistical Science, UCL, UK
15. Full Professor at Castilla-La Mancha University, Spain
16. Lecturer in Law, School of Law, National University of Ireland Galway, Irelands
17. Professor of Electronics, Department of Information Engineering, Pisa University, Italy
18. Chairman Healthcare Committee, AI4People; Professor and Director of the Institute of Intelligent Systems and Robotics (ISIR) 
 at Pierre and Marie Curie University in Paris, France
19. Senior Lecturer/Assistant Professor in Communication Design at Linköping University, Norrkoping, Sweden
20. Vice President & Dean of the School of Health Professions, Eastern Virginia Medical School, USA
21. Senior Research Fellow, New College of the Humanities London, UK
22. Directeur de Recherche au CNRS, Paris, France
23. Senior Advisor on Publications for IEEE RAS Professor of Bioengineering Prorector for Research Founder, 
 Research Unit of Biomedical Robotics and Biomicrosystems Università Campus Bio-Medico di Roma
24. Digital Health Director at COCIR
25. Honorary Professor of ICT Law at the University of Leuven, Belgium
26. Policy Manager, European Government Affairs at Microsoft
27. Professor and Dean at Cass Business School - City, University of London, UK
28. Director at DIGITALEUROPE
29. Chief Data Governance Officer, Zurich Insurance Group (ZIG)
30. Head Public Affairs EMEA Region at Zurich Insurance Group (ZIG)
31. Innovation Officer and Research Scientist, Institute of Informatics and Telecommunications, National National Centre for 
 Scientific Research Demokritos, & Member of the Scientific Committee on Data Policy and Artificial Intelligence, 
 National Council for Research and Innovation (NCRI), Greece
32. Chairman Legal Services Industry Committee, AI4People; Professor of Computational Legal Theory; Director, 
 SCRIPT Centre for IT and IP Law, University of Edinburgh, Scotland
33. Senior Director, Rule of Law & Responsible Tech, European Government Affairs at Microsoft
34. Professor at Universität Graz, Austria 
35. Policy Manager, European Government Affairs at Microsoft
36. Carlsberg Foundation Postdoctoral Fellow at University of Copenhagen, Denmark
37. Associate Dean and Director of the Law Library; Professor of Law at Texas Tech University School of Law, USA
38. Research Professor on 'Interfacing Law and Technology' at Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium
39. Chairman Media & Technology Committee, AI4People; Professor at imec-SMIT, Department of Media & Communication 
 Studies, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium
40. Professor of Sociology at Maynooth University and Maynooth lead of the ADAPT Centre for Digital Media Technology, Ireland
41. Associate Professor of New Media and Digital Culture, University of Amsterdam
42. Full Professor in Bio-Imaging and Bio-Informatics, Leiden Insitute of Advanced Computer Science
43. Head of Government Relations at RELX 
44. Global Policy Lead for Digital and AI Ethics at Facebook



G L O B A L

L E A D E R S H I P

AI4People focuses on Europe, but adopts a global lead-
ership role, drawing on the continent’s unique industri-
al, political and civil environment. 

AI4People sits alongside and benefits from a dialogue with other valuable initiatives 
taking place at a global level, while working closely with both European and inter-
national companies - so that the positive outcomes of AI4People are not only limited 
to European citizens.

Moreover, by bringing together a diverse and multi-sectoral group of stakeholders 
from across society, AI4People represents a broad set of perspectives, which usefully 
support the standard-setting work of groups such as the AI4People’s seven scientific 
committees (Automotive, Banking & Finance, Energy, Healthcare, Insurance, Legal 
Service Industry, Media & Technology), the European Parliament, AIDA, the Spanish 
Regulatory Sandbox on AI.

By providing a space for open and inclusive discussion about the most important 
ethical challenges posed by AI, AI4People helps represent the viewpoints from aca-
demia, business sector and policymakers.



Atomium-European Institute for Science, Media and 
Democracy (EISMD), convenes leading European 
universities, media, businesses, governments and 
policymakers to increase the exchange of information and 
interdisciplinary collaboration, to develop innovative 
collaborative initiatives and to encourage frontier thinking 
about science, media and democracy.

Atomium-EISMD was launched publicly by the  
former President of France Valéry Giscard d’Estaing,  
Michelangelo Baracchi Bonvicini and by the leaders of  
the institutions engaged during the first conference on the 
27 November 2009 at the European Parliament in Brussels.

From left to right: Valéry Giscard dʼEstaing, Jean-Claude Juncker and Michelangelo Baracchi Bonvicini.
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